The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
ment_so long, in fact, as Egypt remained tinder Arab
control, relations between Arab and Nubian seem to have
been fairly amicable, for neither party had much to gain
from irritating the other; but in the course of time
friction arose between the Arabs and the Beja tribes to
the east omng to the latter's propensity for raiding into
Upper Egypt. In the first half of the 9th century a
punitive force had to be sent against them and, as a result,
a treaty was concluded in the year 831 on terms similar
to those of the Nubian treaty. It would seem, however,
that the Arabs, who had recently experienced some
difficulty in the matter of the Nubian tribute, took the
opportunity to instigate the Beja to raid Nubia instead
of Upper Egypt if raid they must. In spite of this,
twenty years later, we find the Beja raiding Edfu and
Esna. They were suppressed by the despatch of two
forces, one from Kus on the Nile and the other from the
Red Sea coast.
But the days of Arab rule in Egypt were by now drawing
to their close, and the change is reflected in the relations
between the Arabs and the Nubians. Within a year of
his succession Ibn Tulun sent large levies of Arabs, Babi'a
and Ghihayna for the most part, against the Nubians and
the Beja. They were not unsuccessful, but few of them
returned, for a period of extortion, anarchy and bloodshed
had begun in Egypt, and it was no place for the free-
lance Arab. Rabi'a and Guhayna, therefore, chose the
better part and settled, some in the vicinity of Aswan
with the Nubians, others among the Beja between the
Nile and the Red Sea coast. These settlements and the
inter-marriage consequent thereupon are of importance,
for, as we shall see, they were the prelude to the eventual
disintegration of the indigenous institutions. Indeed, in
the case of the Beja, it appears that the Arabs almost
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